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NEWS AND NOTES 



NEW YORK CITY HIGH-SCHOOL TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

The mid-winter meeting of the English teachers of New York City 
was held in the directors' room of Wanamaker's store on February 17. 
Over one hundred were present. Mr. Theodore C. Mitchill reported 
on the organization of the National Council of Teachers of English, and 
both he and Mr. Benjamin A. Heydrick urged the teachers to subscribe 
to the new English Journal. The committee on Departmental Pedagogy, 
Dr. H. K. Monroe, chairman, presented a very valuable report on what 
the schools are doing in oral composition. The Committee on Uniform 
Grammatical Terminology presented a report which was unanimously 
adopted (see below). President Edwin Fairley announced that Mr. 
Gilbert S. Blakely, chairman of the New York committee, had been 
made chairman of the New York State committee, which is to include 
representatives of modern and classical languages. 

The addresses of the morning were on oral composition. They were 
given by Professor Azuba Latham of Teachers College, and by Professor 
Charles Sears Baldwin of Columbia University. Sixty members lunched 
together after the meeting. 

Our association is congratulating itself that one of its members, Mr. 
Theodore C. Mitchill, has been made a member of the Conference on 
Uniform Entrance Requirements in English. 

Report or the Committee on Uniform Grammatical Terminology 

When your committee accepted appointment to see what could be done 
toward securing agreement in the use of grammatical terms, they were glad 
to do so because they felt that this was a matter about which something ought 
to be done. No one of them, however, realized the extent of the problem. It 
is bad enough to require our students to learn a different set of terms for each 
language that they study, but it is grossly inexcusable to compel them to learn 
a new terminology whenever they change the textbook in English grammar 
or are promoted to a new teacher. When your committee examined the 
different books in use, they were astonished at the extent to which these books 
differed from one another in the matter of common terms. It is no wonder that 
students become confused and that teachers find great difficulty in agreeing 
in grammatical discussions when the tools in use mean one thing to one person 
and another to another. 
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The ideal remedy for these difficulties would seem to be to secure an agree- 
ment among the teachers of the various languages taught in our schools to 
use the same terms in all languages. This would be an extremely difficult, 
if not entirely impossible, task and one that your committee felt it would be 
somewhat presumptuous for it to undertake. Something, however, should be 
done without further delay. The committee therefore proceeded to examine a 
considerable number of grammars now in use and to note the terms employed 
with a view to recommending the adoption, first, of those terms that are in use 
in a decided majority of grammars and, second, where there is no agreement 
in usage, those that seem most in accord with logical thought, the usage of 
other languages, and the comprehension of students. 

The books examined are by the following authors: 

Baskerville and Sewell Maxwell 

Buehler Reed and Kellogg 

Carpenter Scott and Buck 

Frank Southworth and Goddard 

Kittredge and Arnold Sweet 

Krapp Whitney 

Longmans (revised by George J. Wood 

Smith) 

After a careful examination of the books mentioned and a comparison of 
their various terminology, your committee recommends that the Association 
of English Teachers request the City Superintendent, the Associate and 
District Superintendents, and the Board of Examiners that they hereafter 
use the following terms in all syllabuses and examinations issued by them, in 
preference to other terms used for the same ideas: 

1. Nominative, possessive, and objective cases. 

2. Nominative absolute instead of "noun used with a participle," "absolute 
nominative," etc. 

3. Independent by direct address instead of "vocative," "nominative of 
address," "independent," etc. 

4. Independent by exclamation instead of "nominative of exclamation," 
"nominative independent," etc. 

5. Direct object instead of "object of a verb," "object complement," etc. 

6. Indirect object instead of "dative object," "object of a preposition 
understood," etc. 

7. Objective complement instead of "factitive object," "predicate objective," 
etc. 

8. Subjective complement instead of "attribute," "attribute complement," 
"predicate nominative and predicate adjective," etc. 

9. Noun used adverbially instead of "adverbial objective," "noun to 
express time, space, measure," etc. 

10. Retained object instead of "object of passive verb." (He was given 
the position of secretary.) 
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ii. Object of a preposition instead of "principal word in a prepositional 
phrase," "object with a preposition," etc. 

12. Noun in apposition instead of "appositive." 

13. Auxiliary verbs instead of "helping verbs." 

14. Copulative verbs instead of "the copula," "verbs of incomplete predica- 
tion," etc., terms applied to the verb is and other verbs that take a subjective 
complement. 

15. Irregular and regular verbs instead of "strong" and "weak" verbs, etc. 

16. Progressive forms of the verb instead of "continuing verbs" for such 
forms as am going, has been running, etc. 

17. Gerund instead of "infinitive in ing," "participle noun," "verbal noun," 
etc. 

18. Past participle for gone, ridden, seen, etc., instead of "passive parti- 
ciple." 

19. Mood instead of "mode." 

20. Present perfect and past perfect instead of "perfect" and "pluperfect." 

21. Past tense instead of "preterite." 

22. Conjunctive instead of "relative" adverb. 

The committee further recommends that the association request the 
educational authorities of the city, 

1. That they adopt the following classifications, even though they may 
not be complete, as sufficient for instruction in the city schools: 

a) Nouns: common, proper, collective. 

b) Pronouns: personal, relative, interrogative, demonstrative. 

c) Adjectives: interrogative, relative, demonstrative, articles. 

d) Moods: indicative, subjunctive, imperative. 

e) Conjunctions: co-ordinate, subordinate, correlative. 

2. That when, in an examination, the syntax of a word is called for, the 
word syntax shall be understood to mean the grammatical relation of the word 
to the rest of the sentence. 

With one exception, the committee has recommended the term used by a 
majority or plurality of the authors whose books it examined. The exception 
is subjective complement, used by only three out of the fourteen. In this case 
the usage is about equally divided between attribute complement and predicate 
noun or adjective, but for neither is there a majority. The committee recom- 
mends subjective complement because it corresponds exactly to objective 
complement, because it can be easily understood, and because it seems much 
more logical than either of the others. 

Preston C. Farrar 
Charles R. Gaston 
Gilbert S. Blakely, Chairman 
Morris High School 
New York, N.Y. 

Adopted February 17, 1912 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE NEW JERSEY ASSOCIATION 

The first annual meeting of the New Jersey Association of Teachers 
of English was held at Newark on February 24, with about sixty-five 
teachers present. At least one hundred had expressed willingness to 
join such an organization, and as time goes on many more than this are 
expected to unite. 

After the adoption of a constitution and election of officers for the 
ensuing year, Mr. Wilson Farrand, head master of the Newark Academy, 
gave a report of the National Conference on Uniform Entrance Require- 
ments in English held that week in New York City. He reviewed the 
history of the Conference, and outlined in a general way the possible 
changes to be made — extensions of the list, separation of composition 
and literature requirements, etc. The dominant note of his talk was 
that progress and better understanding of the needs of all pervaded. 

He was followed by Mr. Theodore Mitchill, principal of the Jamaica 
High School, New York City, a delegate to the Conference. Mr. 
Mitchill presented in a forcible way the growing demands of the high 
schools on this Conference, emphasized their need of fighting for what 
was their due, and declared that all the "progress" was due to this 
insistent and rightful claim. He is an able exponent of the "free list," 
the dominance of high-school representation on the Uniform Entrance 
Requirements Board, and the right of the high schools to assume that 
their education of youth for efficiency is the right and adequate training 
for higher education, rather than the demand of the college for a mere 
knowledge of books. 

Mr. Edwin Fairley, president of the New York City Association of 
Teachers of English, spoke of the work done in his association, and 
offered this newly organized body some excellent suggestions. Mr. 
A. B. Meredith, commissioner of secondary education in this state, then 
addressed the assembly on the work he proposes to do in the immediate 
future to secure better teaching conditions for English teachers. He 
deplored the large numbers in classes, the small pay, and the many 
irregularities existing in different schools, and, in so far as he can, will 
try to remedy them. 

Miss Sarah J. McNary, head of the English Department of the State 
Normal School at Trenton, then read an interesting paper, which pre- 
sented the observations of her school on the preparation given high- 
school graduates admitted to the normal. The tone was decidedly 
optimistic — a refutation of the argument that high-school graduates 
are not being adequately prepared for work in the state normals. 
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However, she pointed out many ways in which this preparation can 
be improved. A letter of regret from Superintendent Kendall, state 
commissioner of education, on his inability to be present was then read. 
Mr. Kendall strongly favors this organization, and wishes it the highest 
good possible. Mr. Hosic and Mr. Thomas, delegates to the National 
Conference, had hoped to be present, but were unavoidably detained. 

The hour was late when the addresses were concluded, leaving no 
time for a planned discussion of the College-Entrance Requirements 
and recording of the wishes of the teachers in this state. But it was 
ascertained from sentiments expressed then and previously, that the 
majority of the teachers of the state welcome greater liberty in these 
requirements and any legislation which will give freer play to the vital 
things in high-school education. No time was left to urge the claims 
of the English Journal and the National Council. This will be done at 
the May meeting. Already many have signified their desire to subscribe 
and join. All in all, the meeting was most successful — an omen of the 
place New Jersey wants to take in the English teaching of the country. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year were: President, J. Milnor 
Dorey, Trenton; Vice-President, W. Patterson Atkinson, Jersey City; 
Executive Committee, Elizabeth H. Bliss, East Orange; Sarah J. McNary, 
Trenton State Normal; George S. Steinmetz, Patterson; David Magie, 
Newark Academy. 

J. Milnor Dorey 

Tkenton, N.J. 

THE SPRING MEETING OF THE NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION 
OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

The New England Association of Teachers of English held its spring 
meeting on Saturday, March 16, in Jacob Sleeper Hall, Boston Univer- 
sity. The following officers were elected: President, Professor William 
Allan Neilson, Harvard University; Vice-President, Oscar C. Gallagher, 
Boston High School of Commerce; Secretary-Treasurer, F. W. C. Hersey, 
Instructor in English, Harvard University; Editor, Charles Swain 
Thomas, Newton High School; Executive Committee (with the above), 
Miss Elizabeth Richardson, Girls' High School, Boston; Miss Kate 
Stanley, Technical High School, Springfield, Mass.; Alfred M. 
Hitchcock, Public High School, Hartford, Conn.; W. D. Parkinson, 
Superintendent of Schools, Waltham, Mass. 

The Association accepted with regret the resignation of Mr. Samuel 
Thurber, Jr., of the Newton Technical High School, who for four years 
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has been an officer of the Association. The Association extended its 
cordial appreciation of the service which Mr. Thurber has so efficiently 
rendered. 

Mr. Arthur W. Leonard of Phillips Academy, Andover, presented a 
Report on the National Conference on Uniform Entrance Requirements 
in English, held in New York, February 22-23. Mr. Leonard explained 
the changes that this Conference has proposed. He particularly empha- 
sized the general lines of division — radical and conservative — which 
pleasantly marked the proceedings of the Conference. 

As one phase of this report aroused some discussion, a vote was 
taken on the two types of examination which Harvard College has 
recently been setting. The "old plan," it is well known, assumes a 
knowledge of the specific books now on the college-requirement list. 
The "new plan" assumes merely that the applicant has pursued the 
study of English in a carefully planned English course through a period 
of four years. The questions are consequently more general but no less 
difficult. By decided vote, only six of the four hundred dissenting, the 
Association recorded its preference for the "new plan" type. 

Professor C. N. Greenough of Harvard University gave a report 
from the standing committee of the Association on college-entrance 
requirements. As chairman of the committee, he had tabulated reports 
which had come from the schools and which recorded the pupils' prefer- 
ence of the books read in the English course. In most respects the 
census proved that the preferences expressed by the Harvard Freshmen 
were similar to those expressed by the high-school classes. The prefer- 
ences of the Harvard Freshmen had been reported upon in the December 
Leaflet of our Association. 

As Professor Greenough had told us that in his own opinion his 
conclusions were based upon insufficient data, the Association continued 
the committee, and promised at the same time to co-operate with Pro- 
fessor Greenough in securing adequate facts for a more comprehensive 
report. The rest of the program consisted of short talks on the teaching 
of selected masterpieces. The teachers told in a practical way how 
they taught certain selections. 

Mr. Charles L. Hanson of the Mechanic Arts High School, Boston, 
discussed Carlyle's Essay on Bums. Miss Mary Haskell spoke on 
Wordsworth's Ode on Intimations of Immortality. Miss Martha Bennett 
of Dana Hall School, Wellesley, discussed Milton's V Allegro and II 
Penseroso. Miss Alice H. Spaulding of the Brookline High School spoke 
on Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice. Mr. Samuel Thurber, Jr., of the 
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Newton Technical High School, outlined the method he uses in teaching 
Franklin's Autobiography. 

The continued and increasing interest in our Association is shown 
by the large and growing attendance at each succeeding meeting. The 
Association now has nearly five hundred members and is constantly 
growing. It has as associate members a very large number of persons 
outside of New England. While most of these associate members 
cannot attend our semi-annual meetings, they keep in touch with the 
Association through the English Leaflet which is published monthly. 
Anyone who is interested in the cause of English and who wishes to join 
our Association for the purpose of receiving the English Leaflet may send 
the annual dues of one dollar to Mr. Frank W. C. Hersey, 17 Laurence 
Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. He will be glad to supply, 
free of charge, a printed list of titles of over ninety Leaflets which the 
Association has published during the eleven years of its existence. The 
editor of the Association will gladly receive communications from any 
teacher in the country who has a contribution to offer on English work. 
He will welcome a paper on any device that has succeeded, or the dis- 
cussion of any general principles that need further emphasis. In short, 
any question which pertains to the pedagogy of English is a suitable 
subject for a Leaflet. 

Charles Swain Thomas, Editor 

Newton, Mass. 

THE KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF ENGLISH TEACHERS 

A provisional organization of the English teachers of Kansas was 
formed at the University of Kansas on March 16, at the annual confer- 
ence of high schools and academies. A special business meeting was 
called for the purpose, including representatives of colleges and grade 
schools as well as of secondary schools. All the business done is subject 
to ratification by the English Round Table of the Kansas State Teachers 
Association, which meets at Topeka, November 7, 191 2. Hitherto this 
Round Table has been the only organization of English teachers in the 
state, and the object of the action of March 16 is to give this organization 
form and permanence, without changing its relation to the general 
Association, and to make it possible to undertake definite and systematic 
work for a considerable period, within the state, and in co-operation with 
similar organizations in other states and with the National Council. 

A constitution modeled after that of the State Association of Indiana 
was adopted, and the following temporary officers were named to serve 
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till November 7: President ex officio, as chairman of the English Round 
Table, Professor E. M. Hopkins, of the University of Kansas; Vice- 
President, Superintendent L. A. Lowther, of Emporia; Secretary- 
Treasurer ex officio, Miss Charlotte M. Leavitt, of Washburn College, 
Topeka; Editor, Professor J. W. Searson, Kansas State Agricultural 
College; member of executive committee, Principal Jessie Mustard, 
of Mankato. Two research committees of the Round Table were made 
ex-officio committees of the new association ; chairman of the High-School 
Committee, Miss Lela F. Douthart, of Kansas City, Kan.; chairman of 
the Elementary-School Committee, Superintendent John H. Bender, of 
Arkansas City. The Executive Committee of the Association was 
authorized to propose by-laws and modifications of the constitution at 
the November meeting. 

On invitation of the National Council, the Association voted to 
affiliate with the Council, and to make the English Journal its official 
organ. At the request of the Council, the high-school committee, chair- 
man Miss Douthart, was named to co-operate with other state commit- 
tees in making inquiry of high-school graduates as to the efficiency of 
their training in English. Other problems for investigation were then 
suggested and discussed, such as standards of grading, comparative tests 
of oral and written composition, of class and individual teaching, of 
co-operation of other teachers with English composition teachers, of the 
possibility and efficiency of departmental teaching in grade schools. 

The program and speakers for the November meeting were then 
discussed; and the Executive Committee was authorized to perfect the 
program and engage speakers by correspondence with all the schools of 
the state, to submit the plan of organization for amendment or approval 
to school supervisors and English teachers, and to canvass for member- 
ships and for subscribers to the English Journal as a medium of publi- 
cation for the proceedings, the results of investigation, and the best 
papers of the Association. 

ENGLISH TEACHERS OF THE UPPER OHIO VALLEY 

The English Section of the Association of Secondary Schools of the 
Upper Ohio Valley effected a permanent organization on March 16 and 
took steps to affiliate with the National Council. The chairman was 
Mr. C. J. Geer, of Shadyside Academy, Pittsburgh. The program 
included a report on "The Conditions Surrounding the Teaching of 
English Composition" and a paper on "Oral Composition" by Miss 
Mary Mitchell of the Winchester School, Pittsburgh. The officers elect 
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are: President, Ernest C. Noyes, Pittsburgh Normal High School; 
Vice-President, Miss Shigley, East Liverpool, Ohio, High School; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Orton Lowe, Wilkinsburg, Pa.; Executive Com- 
mittee, the officers and Messrs. Geer of Shadyside Academy, and Bitner 
of McKeesport High School. 

The National Council of Teachers of English grows apace. Besides 
over five hundred individual members, the Council now includes eleven 
local associations, with a grand total of about three thousand members. 
These are: The New England Association of Teachers of English, The 
New York State Association, The New York City Association, The 
Indiana Association, The Michigan State Association, The English Sec- 
tion of the Schoolmaster's Club of Michigan, The Illinois Association, 
The Louisville Association, The Kansas Association, The Wisconsin 
Association, and The Upper Ohio Valley Association. Besides these, 
the following societies have definite plans for co-operating and will 
probably soon unite with the Council: New Jersey, Missouri, Texas, 
Iowa, West Virginia, North Dakota. The English Journal will publish 
the programs of the meetings of these societies and is already the official 
organ of some of them. By means of it any association may keep in 
close touch with all the others. The magazine seems likely to become 
a very useful medium for the exchange of opinion and experience. Let 
us make it so. 



